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MEET THE STAFF
Kelly Powers
Born and raised in upstate, NH Kelly
took a leap of faith and traveled out of
state to pursue her education at
Springfield College. It was a leap that
people from her home town don’t take
that got Kelly a Bachelor’s in Physical
Education and a Masters in Higher
Education. Kelly’s determination to
make her family proud finally landed
her a great job at Salve Regina
University in Newport, RI as the
Director of Community Service.
Kelly’s dream of living by the water
and the beach had finally come true.
Since becoming a resident of Newport
about twelve years ago, Kelly has
become a staple in the community
with her hard work at Salve Regina.
She has focused her efforts on helping
students understand the importance
of education and volunteering. Kelly
has spent countless hours
volunteering her time for Hope Funds
for Cancer Research, Child and Family
Services, the Salvation Army, Clean
Ocean Access and has lent many a
helping hand to people and families in
need.

Rebecca Forsythe
A Salve Regina University Class of 2017 Alumni,
Rebecca took the position as AmeriCorps VISTA
volunteer as her first postgraduate job, especially
since she is an Aquidneck Island native and
wanted to stay close to home . She received her
BA in Sociology & Anthropology with a minor in
Women, Gender, & Sexuality Studies.
Her service year consisted of working endlessly
with students to create Service Week in the fall
and to revamp "Share the Love" Week in the
spring to reflect the Service Week in the fall. In
addition, Rebecca helped to create the
curriculum for the upcoming after-school
program hosted on Salve's campus through
Newport Community School's After School
Enrichment Program, as well as recruited
student leaders to work with the children.
At her other host site, God's Community Garden,
Rebecca helped to redesign their website, update
marketing materials, and find new ways to
improve the day-to-day operations at the
organization.
Rebecca will be ending her service year in
August of 2018, and will then be pursuing her
Master's degree at Illinois State University as an
Applied Community and Economic Development
Fellow studying Sociology.

Kathleen Rendos
Kathleen Rendos is the Coordinator of the
Office of Community Service. Following a one
year AmeriCorps*VISTA term, the University
hired her full time. Kathleen is originally
from Pennsylvania, and graduated from
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. She
holds a Master's Degree in Communication
Studies with a Conflict Management
Certification.
Kathleen is involved with volunteering for
many non-profit organizations such as Hope
Funds for Cancer Research, Rebuilding
Together Greater Newport, Newport Power
Yoga, Preservation Society of Newport
County, and The Norman Bird Sanctuary.
In addition, she has been on the on the Board
of Directors for the Kiwanis Club of
Newport for the past two years. As a Kiwanis
member, Kathleen has started the
partnership between Rebuilding Together
and Kiwanis Club of Newport. Together, the
organizations annually work to select local
homes every spring.
When Kathleen is not volunteering, you can
find her by the ocean enjoying many of her
favorite past times. She's enjoys swimming,
biking, running, yoga and playing tennis.
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ABOUT OUR YEAR OF SERVICE
"As the Director of Community Service’s Feinstein Enriching America Program, I
am deeply grateful to all those in our university community who have dedicated
themselves to serving the common good both here in Rhode Island and across
our world—and I look forward to the continued growth of all our programs and
sustaining relationships with each community partner in the years ahead."

WRITTEN BY: KELLY POWERS
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
Salve Regina University’s Office of Community Service is deeply committed to enhancing our
Mercy Mission to fulfill the needs of Newport County and beyond.
Since our founding of the Feinstein Enriching America Program over 20 years ago, students,
faculty, staff, and alumni have come together as a community to pursue our mercy tradition of
serving the most marginalized members of our community, our nation, and our world.
In recent years, Rhode Island has undergone significant changes. We have witnessed the
emergence of a strained economy with a significant increase in poverty and a suffering job
market with a 5% unemployment rate. But many challenges remain—especially for the most
marginalized members of our community—and much work still needs to be done.
As an anchor institution in the Community and a Catholic and Mercy University committed to
justice, we have a responsibility to respond to these challenges and needs— to educate students to
be women and men that strive to lead, build functional communities, become responsible global
citizens, and create new knowledge to better understand our world to improve human needs.
At Salve Regina University, we seek to engage in this work through mutually beneficial and
sustainable partnerships designed to respond to the ongoing needs of our community. Over the
last year, through the extraordinary efforts of the Community Service Office, our dedicated staff
deepened our engagement in significant ways. Many of our students have committed to long
term service through our Semester in Service and Service Advocate programs. For over 4 years
members of our faculty, staff, and students have participated in Newport’s effort to plant over 1
million daffodils. Our AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer planned a new signature program called
Service Week which ran in the fall and then again in the spring. Service Week consisted of oncampus service projects every day of the week to make community service more accessible for
first-year students. It was completely student-run, making it one of our most sustainable
programs we offer. In addition, she created the curriculum for the Newport Community Schools
After-School Enrichment program that will be running in the fall, and helped to recruit student
leaders.
This annual report offers further details on all of our Feinstein Enriching America programs,
partnerships and much of our community’s successes. I invite you to learn more about these and
many other efforts at salve.edu.
As the Director of Community Service’s Feinstein Enriching America Program, I am deeply
grateful to all those in our university community who have dedicated themselves to serving the
common good both here in Rhode Island and across our world—and I look forward to the
continued growth of all our programs and sustaining relationships with each community
partner in the years ahead.
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BEHIND THE

HISTORY & VISION

Our History
In 1996, the university strengthened its longstanding commitment to community service by forming an alliance with The Feinstein
Foundation. Empowered by a generous million-dollar grant, the university established The Feinstein Enriching America Program. As a
condition of the grant, students are required to serve a minimum of ten hours of community service in Rhode Island prior to graduation,
and in addition, maintain journal entries during their service commitment. While the Feinstein Enriching America Program has served
its region far and beyond with special outreach programs throughout its long history, it has transformed from its beginning. In the
inaugural year, the Feinstein Enriching America Program’s office was located on the second floor of Wakehurst in the Edward L.
Dambruch Suite. The program was originally administered by the Vice President of Student Life, a Community Outreach Site
Coordinator, and an On-Campus Placement Coordinator. After 20 years, the office has moved in location before moving back to
Wakehurst, and is under the leadership of the Provost/Vice President of Academic Affairs. However, some of the signature events of the
Feinstein Enriching the America Program still stand today. The ten-hour service requirement associated with the First Year Transitions
course, the Community Service Fair, and one-time events (Rebuilding Together, Earth Day and the Alzheimer’s Walk) are still active in
the program. The Feinstein Enriching America Program is truly rooted with tradition and in the past five years has significantly grown
to include: an AmeriCorps*VISTA partnership, large-scale Exploratory Day of Service for all first year students, Service Plunge retreats,
student leadership programs (i.e. the Service Advocate program), and a variety of service trips. Looking toward the future, the
Feinstein Enriching America Program will continue to grow and strive to achieve our internal goals and remain aligned with Salve’s
Mission and strategic imperatives.

Our Vision
The Office of Community Service and Feinstein Enriching America Program envision an educational system that successfully combines
community service with academic learning to create an environment which challenges and prepares students to be leaders, critical
thinkers, reflective learners, and active members of just communities, near and far.
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FEINSTEIN ENRICHING AMERICA PROGRAM
IT'S MORE THAN A 10 HOUR COMMITMENT

9

years
the Office of Community Service has been
able host an AmeriCorps*VISTA volunteer!

Exploratory Day of Service
Tuesday,September, 5th 2017

1,935

2,363

hours served by 615 volunteers

NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS
DONATED DURING OUR
THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE

51

service plunge
volunteers served 1,581 hours on
Aquidneck Island from August 30th September 3rd 2017.
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11

Student volunteers participated
in the 6th annual
Alternative Spring Break Program

NICARAGUA SERVICE TRIP

$21,046

1

AmeriCorps*VISTA
Created the very first "Service Week"

which

was student run!

RAISED BY 20 STUDENTS THAT
BENEFITED THE MUSTARD SEED
ORGANIZATION

23

SERVICE ADVOCATES
COMPLETED 2,333 HOURS
DURING THE 2017-2018
ACADEMIC YEAR!
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FEINSTEIN ENRICHING AMERICA: HIGHLIGHTS

SIGNATURE FEINSTEIN PROGRAM
EXPLORATORY DAY OF SERVICE
On Tuesday, September 5, 2017, 615 of Salve’s first-year
students from “First Year Transitions” classes volunteered with
24 community partners across Aquidneck Island.
Students served in projects including yard work and
landscaping, taking care of children and assisting with
activities, and harvesting vegetables to be donated from the
local community garden.
Students’ work totaled 1,935 volunteer hours dedicated to the
24 partnering sites.

Over the past 5 years, 2,767 Salve Regina volunteers
have served 8,718 hours on Aquidneck Island!

"The students were exceptional! A wonderful,
driven and eager group of young adults who will do
very well in their futures. The students were
respectful to the members of the house and were
very understanding of their challenges."
- James L. Maher Center

5th Annual
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Signature Feinstein Program

SERVICE ADVOCATES

The Service Advocates program offers outstanding students the opportunity to participate in a yearlong civic engagement and service
program, providing them with the knowledge, skills, and experiences necessary to become active leaders. Service Advocates participate
in regular training, direct service, and reflection activities. They practice valuable leadership in the Aquidneck Island community,
endeavor to promote a positive culture of service, and increase volunteerism at local nonprofits. Students in the program perform
approximately 100 hours of direct community service at their primary site. They also receive a stipend of $1,000 per year towards their
education. Ideal candidates for the Service Advocates program are dedicated, passionate and motivated students who are seeking to
make positive changes across campus and in the community.

88

Volunteers
over the past 8 years, 88
students have completed the
Service Advocate program!

"The service advocates this year have been an amazing addition to our volunteer corp. They have walked patients, escorted
visitors, assisted in the ED, provided wheelchair transport, helped with administrative tasks. Every hour they served helped
with our mission of "delivering health with care"." Lisa Coble, Newport Hospital, Director of Volunteers
"The honest truth is we could not run our weekly Soup Kitchens on Friday and Sunday as smoothly without our core group
of Salve students - Krysta, Alley, Kali, Rebecca, Ryan, Alicia and Te'rell. They are the backbone of our Soup Kitchens and we
scramble whenever a holiday or midterms and finals come up and they can't attend. In fact, we are now scrambling in
preparation of the summer when they will not be here at all. We have become spoiled here by their hard work, dedication
and enthusiasm. Also, Krysta comes to help at the office/Food Pantry every Monday and Alley and Becca help once a week
at Kids Club. They are an amazing group of students and we are grateful to them." Gina Chen, Salvation Army Staff Member

9

Signature Feinstein Program

SEMESTER IN SERVICE
The Semester in Service program connects dedicated and motivated Salve Regina students with
nonprofit organizations in need of long-term volunteers. During these 11 weeks, students will
volunteer weekly at the nonprofit organization of their choice.
Child & Family
Child & Family volunteers serve as additional staff support in its early care and education center. Volunteers worked in
classrooms with teachers to support all aspects of the day-to-day duties within an early childhood classroom setting. Students
must pass a CANTS background check and tuberculosis test, and must also submit fingerprints and proof of MMR, chickenpox
and flu immunizations.
God's Community Garden
God's Community Garden volunteers assist with daily tasks around the garden, including watering, harvesting and working in
the greenhouses. They've helped grow the garden volunteers as well to reach capacity for future years.
Potter League for Animals Shelter
The Potter League volunteers assist with daily morning cleaning, obedience training for dogs, training and socialization for
cats, bunny socialization, clerical assistance, and outdoor projects such as landscaping and painting. In addition to registering
through the Office of Community Service, students also submit an online application to the Potter League to be a trained
volunteer.
Salvation Army
The Salvation Army volunteers assist with weekly soup kitchens and basic day-to-day duties. Additional volunteers help at
special events and kids club on Tuesdays.

"They are wonderful, as usual!! They get pulled right into the morning
work this way, they get more insight into the daily operations, the staff
meet them directly and get to know who they are. Each year gets better.
The staff here gets more and more used to having them here and utilize
them more and more. Much more fun for the students and super helpful
to the shelter. I love that we have a Semester in Service student coming on
Wed/Fridays, using her own car!! And the two Service Advocates are
coming on the weekends. So we have some kind of involvement on
almost every day of the week! "
Gail Lawson, Volunteer Coordinator, Potter League for Animals
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Signature Feinstein Programs

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
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Signature Feinstein Programs

SERVICE WEEK

Service Week is a new program that ran in October of 2017 which was inspired through a focus group of
students . In turn, service projects were deveoped that could be done in the Office of Community Service
that were entirely student run. Students who had experience with community service helped to facilitate .

Monday, October 16 - Community Service Open
House

Students were invited to come to the Office to learn
about our programs from Service Advocates and
other students who have participated in our
programs. While snacking and chatting, students
also created tissue paper flowers which were given
to Newport Hospital.
Tuesday, October 17 - Warm Up Wednesday
Baking

Students baked cupcakes, blueberry muffins, and
Chex mix, which was given to St. Paul's Church for
its Warm Up Wednesday program.
Wednesday, October 18 - Birthday Banner Making

Students sorted banner material and strung them to
be given to the Confetti Foundation.
Thursday, October 19 - Halloween Costume
Creation

Students created Halloween masks for children
from Headstart.
Friday, October 20 - Cat Toy Project

Students made cat toys to be given to the Pet
Refuge in North Kingstown .

76
number of students
who participated

25%
percentage of students
who were first generation
college students.

100%
student run!

12

Signature Feinstein Programs

Share the love week

Share the Love Week transformed into our spring service week
that mirrored the one we had in the fall. Again, it was completely
student lead!

Friday, February 9 - My Brother's Keeper

Students traveled together to My Brother's Keeper in
Dartmouth, MA
Saturday, February 10 - Gifts to Give

A student favorite, students volunteered at Gifts to Give in
Acushnet, MA.
Sunday, February 11 - McKinney Shelter Meal

Our office collaborated with the Mercy Center to create
meals for the McKinney Shelter
Monday, February 12 - Community Service Open House

Getting together in the office over Valentine's day treats,
service advocates discussed various ways to get involved
with other students in attendence. While discussing, they
made Valentine's day treats for the beneficiaries of Lucy's
Hearth

73
students
33%
First-Gen
Students
165
service hours

Tuesday, February 13- St. Paul's Warm Up Wednesday

With the help of the Mad Batter Baking Club, students baked
treats for St. Paul's Warm Up Wednesday.
Wednesday, February 14 - Tissue Paper Flowers

Students created Tissue Paper Flower arrangements for Child
& Family's Sweetheart Dance.
Thursday, February 15 - Fleece Scarves

With leftover fleece from our MLK Day of Service project, we
created fleece scarves to benefit Newport Housing Hotline.

In addition to service,
we also hosted a
service table on 2/14
discussing national
service opportunities
to share love all year
round!
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Signature Feinstein Programs

SERVICE TABLES

Each month, our office hosts "Service Tables", which invites students to come together
around a meal to discuss issues surrounding service and those in need on Aquidneck Island.
Featured Topics:
Hurricane Relief - What to do & what not to do
The Importance of Volunteering on Your Resume
AmeriCorps VISTA program & National Service
Reflection on Privilege
End of the Semester Recap

10
service tables
hosted

88

# of students
who have
attended a
service table

Some of our guest speakers have included:
Joyce Dawson, Newport Community Activist
Dave McLaughlin, Clean Ocean Access
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Feinstein Service Retreats

SERVICE
PLUNGE

NOMADIC

|

24
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Feinstein Service Retreats

Nicaragua Service Trip
January 6th - 13th 2018
20

STUDENTS,

1

FACULTY,

1

STAFF

"I would like to personally thank each and every single one of the donors that
made it possible for me to go to Nicaragua with Mustard Seed Communities.
This experience opened my eyes to the vastness of the world and the many
opportunities there are to serve the community. Each experience I had with
the residents - from playing soccer with them to braiding their hair - made
my urge to contribute to the world that much stronger. Without your help, I
would never have been able to experience the connection that comes with
serving the children in Diriamba and Managua. Thank you for your
incredibly generous gift; not only the monetary donation but also the
experience you allowed me to have. "
-Nicaragua Trip Participant-

"Thank you so much for your generous contribution towards Salve Regina
University’s Nicaragua mission trip. Your contribution blessed me with the
opportunity to participate in this journey despite my financial struggles. I
was able to develop bonds with the residents of the Mustard Seed
Communities that I will treasure for the rest of my life. Living and learning
with the residents was a powerfully transformative experience. My faith,
moral, and sense of direction have been affected in the most positive way.
Thank you again for supporting my endeavors and Salve Regina’s
community service outreach."
-Nicaragua Trip Participant-
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Feinstein Service Retreats
Alternative Spring Break March 9th - March 13th 2018

6th Annual

The 6th annual Alternative Spring Break program is a student lead retreat that is co-sponsored with The
Mercy Center for Spiritual Life. This year 11 student volunteers gave up a portion of their spring break to
volunteer all around Rhode Island. Volunteers helped the Block Island School with their painting projects and
to helped clean up teacher's classrooms. Volunteers also had the chance to become familiar with The Nature
Conservancy, Baby Steps RI, Rebuilding Together Greater Newport, DayOne RI, and Child & Family Services.
Together student volunteers totaled over 165 community service hours within the four day retreat!

"I just wanted to send you an
email to say a big thank you
for sending your Salve
students our way. They were
all so great and very receptive
to what we do here at Day
One. I had such a nice
morning with them and just
wanted to share!"
- Georgia DiMatteo, DayOne
Volunteer Coordinator
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Feinstein Service Retreats

Service Plunge 2.0

Feinstein Service Retreats

"No Shopping Cart Left Behind"
A reflection on Service Plunge 2.0 by Mary McInerny

On Sunday April 15th, Kyle Majkowski, Taylor Vasta, Gabbie Kuba, Sophie Valiente,
Chase Mulvaney, and I all decided that we wanted to go clean up trash at Bailey’s Brook.
We had all attended Service Plunge 2.0 the previous weekend and had a only a limited
time at Bailey’s Brook. When the vans came to pick us up, we realized there was still a
lot of trash in the swamp including three other shopping carts embedded in a dam of
trash. Upon leaving we decided we would go back soon to finish the work we had
started. So, this past Sunday we returned to the swamp with our waders and together
we worked on getting the next three shopping carts as well as large amount of trash.
The first one was a challenge to break loose while the second and third were
embedded with roots and mud, so they were even more difficult to get out. I started to
worry that we would not be able to retrieve all shopping carts however, Kyle repeatedly
kept saying “This is coming out!”. Using the other trash we found, such as a big wooden
board, the six of us were able to free all three shopping carts. The sheer determination
the group had truly inspired me; none of us were going to give up no matter what. I was
so grateful to have had this experience with these amazing people. Sophie was waste
deep in the river, Chase and Taylor were pulling the carts with all their strength, and
Gabbie kept cheering Kyle on as he worked tirelessly on freeing the cart. Because of the
Service Plunge 2. 0, each of us had our eyes opened to the serious need for volunteers
to keep our community clean and we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves doing it.
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Feinstein Service Retreats

Florida Service Trip
May 12 - May 18th, 2018

In its second year, our Florida Service Trip was created and implemented by our former AmeriCorps*VISTA. With the
collaboration of a nursing faculty member, Michelle Farnum, this service trip became a service-learning course for those
nursing students who attended. This initiative included service to Give Kids the World Village, a 79-acre, nonprofit resort that
provides weeklong, cost-free vacations to children with life-threatening illnesses and their families. In its 2nd year, the service
trip had over 40 applicants apply. Out of those 40 applicants, 20 were selected to participate on the trip. One of the participants
was a past “Wish Children of Give Kids the World Village”.
In addition, students also volunteered at the Sunshine foundation, a nonprofit that also provides week-long, cost free vacations
to children with life-threatening illnesses. Salve Regina students who participated on the trip fundraised $5,000 in order to
make a local child named Keira’s wish come true to go to Disney World. Keira was also a native from Westerly, RI. Our Florida
Service Trip participants held a revel party for her on campus with all items Disney!

"This experience has changed
the way I see the world and my
peers. I can't believe how much
we take for granted and the
experiences I've had this week
have impacted me for life. I
hope to go back to Give Kids
the World and serve again!" FL participant 2018
20

Feinstein Enriching America - Monthly Student Led Programs

Gifts to Give
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Feinstein Donation Drives
Throughout the year the Office of Community Service hosts
different donation drives to help local community
members. Each year more students become involved in
helping out Aquidneck Island.
HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF DRIVE
Over 4 boxes of donations were collected and shipped to
Texas, in hopes to help Hurricane Harvey victims.
THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
In 2017, over 2,363 items of non-perishable food items
and $645 worth of gift cards were donated between MLK
Center, Child & Family, Florence Grey Center, and St.
Vincent's.
ANGEL TREE DRIVE
This year over 1,488 donated gifts were handed out to
local community members to help make their children's
holidays more special.

End of Year Drive
At the end of every spring semester, the office takes on a
huge role in helping students donate their items before they
leave. Then a huge community yard sale is set up for the
public. All money raised goes back into students funds for
future service trips. This year totaled $627 raised.
Suicide Prevention Awareness
Every fall semester the office takes part in a Suicide Prevention
Awareness campaign. This year, our campaign consists of hosting
a shoe drive to signify the amount of college campus suicide
deaths each year. After the shoes are collected, they are displayed
across campus.
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Feinstein MLK Day of Service

January 15,2018
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Feinstein Boston Marathon Display

injured or have passed. In addition,
it is also a reminder of resiliency on
the day of the 2018 Boston
Marathon. Students from the class
utilized sneakers left over from our
"Stepping Out of Darkness" Shoe
Drive to form the shape of a ribbon
used to remember the
bombing. The colors used in the
display symbolize the "Boston
Strong" movement and posters
were created in memory of the
The Office of Community Service
individuals who died due to the
and UNV 102 Section 24 Class
tragic event: Lu Lingzi, Krystle
Campbell, Martin Richard, and Sean
partnered to create a display to
commemorate the 5 year anniversary Collier. The students involved are
of the Boston Marathon bombing and participating in a class focused on
women and running.
to remember those who were
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Feinstein Sustainability Week

Sunrise Cliff Walk Clean Up with Clean Ocean Access
Thursday, April 17

Service Table with Dave from Clean Ocean Access
Thursday, April 17

Earth Week Expositions
Friday, April 20

INSIDE MY VISTA YEAR
WRITTEN BY REBECCA FORSYTHE
As a class of 2017 alumna, I was thrilled to
get the position as an AmeriCorps VISTA - I
wanted to leave a larger impact on the
university community I would be leaving
behind. As a strong advocate for hungerrelief and rethinking our food system, the
partnership with the Office of Community
Service and God's Community Garden was a
no-brainer.

with focuses on community outreach,
leadership development, and team building.
I recruited student leaders as well that will
lead these activities in tandem with the
after-school enrichment program staff. We
really want to get local Newport children to
know Salve Regina University and see a
college education as a viable, obtainable
option for their future.

During my VISTA year, I found myself
working towards first-generation retention
through increasing volunteer participation.
My specific focus included Fall Service Week
which was both inspired by students and
student run. My goal was to have service
opportunities that students really thought
the office needed and that students wanted
as well. The Fall Service Week was such a
success, we even had a second one during
the Spring Semester called "Share the Love
Week," inspired by Valentine's Day, that
hosted specific service projects surrounding
loving others and your community through
service.

My projects at God's Community Garden
were a bit out of my comfort zone, but
provided me with valuable skills that I could
bring to any position in the future at a Nonprofit. I worked to recreate their website,
worked on marketing materials, and created
resources for the beneficiaries at God's
Community Garden. Working with Linda was
humbling, as she seeks to give with nothing
in return. I enjoyed advocating for the
garden, and researching different ways
other hunger-relief organizations were
operating. This experience will definitely
inform my future work as a Master's Student
studying sociology and applied community
and economic development.

A way to supplement our knowledge of
student's interest in community service was
the design an advisory board model for the
Office of Community Service to help inform
our office on the wants and needs of
students through faculty, staff, and student
participation on the board.
Additionally, I created the curriculum for the
after-school enrichment program that
will be implemented in the fall.The
curriculum reflects the skill set of our office,

While I'm winding down my year as an
AmeriCorps VISTA, I'm collecting qualitative
data on students' experience with the office,
and preparing anything that the future
VISTA will need to set her up for success. I
am sad to leave my position as the Campus
Compact for Southern New England VISTA
at Salve Regina University, but know that I'm
leaving a legacy behind that will have an
impact for students in need at this
university.
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Feinstein Enriching America

In The Media

27

Feinstein Enriching America

In The Media
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Feinstein Enriching America

In The Media

NEWPORT. R.I. (WJAR) — A Westerly teen with autism got the surprise of a lifetime Thursday thanks to students at
Salve Regina University.
Kiera Dowding, 16, is living with low-functioning autism. She was diagnosed when she was five years old. The teen is a
big Disney fan and said she has always wanted to go to Disney World.
"She loves movies," said her mom, Maria Bucchino. "She scripts movies even when she's not watching them."
Five years ago, Bucchino contacted the Sunshine Foundation, an organization helping make dreams come true for
families with seriously ill or physically challenged children. The two were placed on a waiting list for a Disney trip.
Now, thanks to the fundraising efforts of Salve Regina students, Bucchino got the call she's been waiting for.
"I got a call and I was like, ‘Are you kidding?’” Bucchino said. "And then it felt surreal."
Students at Salve Regina University raised more than $5,000 to send Kiera and her mother to Disney World in May.
"It's the most beautiful place I've ever seen," Dowding said. "I'm going to see Minnie and Mickey."
Dowding said it will probably be the best day of her life.
Some Salve Regina students will also go on the trip to volunteer by helping families in need in Florida.
"It's not about us," said student Jolie Slater. "It's about the kids. It's about making their week and making their wish."
"We all worked together and were able to make Kiera's dream come true so it's really special for me," said student Emma
Murray.
The girl who loves Disney Princesses is feeling like one.
"All of these students fully included my daughter," Bucchino said. "Even as she sits here at dinner with them. She just
feels accepted and that's all we want."
Any additional money raised will go towards helping another child in Rhode Island who is battling brittle bone disease.
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Feinstein Enriching America

Awards 2018

14

Feinstein Enriching America - Upcoming Programs

COMING
SOON...

The Office of Community Service along with
McKillop Library have partnered with Newport
Community Schools to offer an after-school
enrichment program session on Salve Regina
University's campus. The 9 week program will
offer activities such as icebreakers, team building
challenges, campus tours, and discussions that
foster a sense of leadership & understanding of
group dynamics.
The activities will be centered around becoming
active members of the community through
community service and positive messages. Some
of the possible community service activities
include creating reusable grocery bags out of tshirts, creating dog toys for local shelters, and
painting & distributing seashells with positive
messages in the community.
We plan to have 2 student leaders that are current
students in the 2017-18 year plus adding 2 leaders
from the incoming class. We hope to have these
students continue with the program if this session
goes well. The freshman students would then be
able to train future students for the program making the program more sustainable and
student-lead.
The program would run once a week for two
hours, one in the Office of Community Service &
one in McKillop Library in the Makers Space.

Newport Community
Schools After School
Enrichment Program!
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