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Definition of Academic Year 
Salve Regina University 

 
For undergraduate programs, the Academic Year consists of 30 weeks of instructional time 
broken into two 15-week semesters, Fall and Spring. A full-time undergraduate student will 
complete at least 12 credit hours during each semester. 
 
For graduate programs, the Academic Year consists of 30 weeks of instructional time broken 
into two 15-week semesters, Fall and Spring, with a 15-week Summer session acting as a trailer 
to the Academic Year. Each semester may also contain two consecutive 7-week mini-sessions. A 
full-time graduate student will complete at least 6 credit hours per semester in both the Fall 
and Spring.  
 
The MFA program offers non-standard terms, including an intensive one-week  residency 
between the Fall and Spring semesters. 
 
The Registrar, in consultation with the Academic Calendar Committee, uses the above 
guidelines to set dates for the Academic Calendar, typically running from early September 
through mid-May. 


