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The University Crest
THE OCHRE COURT GATES

The open gates of Ochre Court, the iconic heart of our campus, symbolize 

the start of Salve students’ academic journey and the celebration of their 

achievements at graduation.

THE MERCY CROSS 

Embedded in the compass, the Mercy Cross symbolizes the University’s 

commitment to its Catholic heritage and the vision of its founders. 

Welcoming people of all beliefs, Salve is dedicated to creating a 

community of belonging, compassion and mercy. 

THE COMPASS

The compass symbolizes the University’s mission to prepare students 

to navigate their lives with enduring values, address complex critical 

concerns, and work for a world that is harmonious, just and merciful.

THE OCEAN WAVES

The ocean waves symbolize Salve’s amazing ocean-side location and 

deep connection to its home in Newport, Rhode lsland.





FLAG BEARERS
Chloe Desmaraias 
Cara Szczepanski 

CHIEF MARSHAL

Aaron Lorenz, Ph.D., Vice Provost for 
Graduate and Professional Studies

DEGREE CANDIDATES
Doctor of Philosophy
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Master of Fine Arts
Master of Arts
Master of Science
Master of Business Administration

FACULTY

PRESIDENT’S PARTY
Graduate Keynote Speaker
Graduate Program Directors
Administrators
Members of the Board of Trustees
President

Academic Procession

Order of Exercises

PROCESSIONAL

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Nancy G. Schreiber, Ph.D.
Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

INVOCATION
Captain Judy Malana
U.S. Navy Chaplain
Ph.D. Candidate 

UNIVERSITY HYMN: SALVE REGINA

MESSAGE FROM GRADUATE AND 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
Aaron Lorenz, Ph.D.
Vice Provost for Graduate and  
Professional Studies

ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATES
Cara O’Donnell
Master of Science Candidate

MESSAGE TO THE GRADUATES
Kelli J. Armstrong, Ph.D.
University President

AUTHORIZATION OF DEGREES
Cheryl Mrozowski
Chair of Board of Trustees

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Kelli J. Armstrong, Ph.D.
President of the University 

THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INDUCTION
MaeLynn Patten
Vice President for Advancement

RECESSIONAL
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Doctor of Philosophy

Behavior Analysis 

HANNAH CHRISTINE GREY
“Examining Effects of Fidelity Error Sequence during Differential Reinforcement of 
Alternative Behavior ” 

Humanities 

JENNIFER ANN BATES EHLERT
“The Matinee Girl:  Art, Theater, and Classicism in Nineteenth-Century London” 

ELIZABETH K. BATTAGLIA
“The Legacy of the Feminine Ghostly Tales Tradition in the Novels of Wendy Webb”

AMY M. BEAUDRY
“Securing the Safety Pin’s Role in American Industrial History: A Study of This Object 
and the People Attached to It”

AYBUKE BILGIN
“The Impacts of Intimate Partner Violence on Turkish Women’s Personal Security”

CHRISTINA AGUEDA DE VREEZE-CABRERA
“A Redefined Concept of Aesthetics for the Museum: The Pluriverse within
the Museum”

JESSICA MARIE GEREN
“Guiding Lights: Exploring the Ethical Compass of Contemporary Doula
Practices in the United States”

NICOLE HALLORAN
“Using Philosophy’s Wheels to Drive AI: Creating Synergy to Keep the Human in 
Human Resources”

MATTHEW JONATHAN LONGCORE
“Dreaming Spires: Collegiate Gothic Architecture on American Campuses”

JUDY T. MALANA
“Victory of the Graveyard: Bernard Fall and the Second Indochina War”

PATRICIA SAINT AUBIN
“The American Enlightenment and the Providence Library Company: A Social History 
in Five Books, 1753 to 1770”
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International relations 

DANIELLE M. BOULAY
“Does Soft Power Work? Evaluating the Effectiveness of China’s Confucius
Institutes in Latin America”

MATTHEW GLEN BUTLER
“Grand Security: The Nature and Character of U.S. Grand Strategy”

STEPHEN JAY DORFF
“The Role of Russian Nationalism in the Invasion of Ukraine”

ANTONIO ALEXANDER FONTANA
“Italian National Identity since the Risorgimento: A Discursive and 
Historiographical Analysis”

MICHAEL GRZYBOWSKI
“Policy, Passion, and Probability: Coalition Warfare and Path Dependence in 
Afghanistan”

KEENAN ANTHONY HARRIS
“Taiwanese Silicon Shield: A Historical and Empirial Review with Analysis of U.S. 
Dependence on Taiwan Semiconductors and Probabilistic Risk Analysis of a  
U.S. Sino Deterrence Failure”

DORY LEIGH HASSON
“Ireland at a Crossroads: The Path to Peaceful Unification in a
Post-Brexit Era”

Doctor of Philosophy

Humanities

RUSSELL SUERETH
“Reclaiming a Participation: Our Everyday Experiences of Art,
Sacredness, and Creativity” 

MICHAEL THURSTON
“The John L. Roper Lumber Company: How Canals, Lumber Towns, and
Railroads Changed the Tidewater Landscape, 1850-1900”

DONNA WITTERS BANKS
“A Peaceable World: The Blazing World of Margaret Cavendish and the Foundations 
of the Feminist Utopian Imaginary”
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Doctor of Nursing Practice

KELLY A. CRUISE
“Enhancing Preadmission Communication of Postictal Agitation Risk in the
Epilepsy Monitoring Unit: A Retrospective Quality Review”

JENNIFER HOEY
“Comparing Loneliness Assessment Tools in a Veteran’s Community”

ASHLEY E. PASTOR
“Interactive Shoulder Dystocia Simulation Training Impact on Staff
Safety Attitudes and Preparedness”

DILYS POKU-MENSAH
“Implementing the GAD-7 Tool in Primary Care for Improved Detection of
Generalized Anxiety Disorder”

ANN MARIE VAN HOF STARRY
“Evaluating the Effects of a Tutorial on Usage of Digital Psychosocial Supports in 
Young Adults with Acute Leukemia”

Doctor of Philosophy

International relations 

JACOB F. NELSEN
“Balance of Power Competition Reimagined in the Digital Age: An Analysis of U.S. 
Security Sector Assistance Across the African Sahel” 

JASON SCHOCH
“No Fate But What We Make: Structured Divergence in the Artificial Intelligence 
Governance Approaches of the U.S., EU, and PRC from 2016-2024”

MARTINA A. SPRAGUE
“National Security and Statecraft: A Case Study of Sweden’s Political Discourse 
Surrounding the Civilian-Military Geostrategic Nexus and the Application for 
Membership in NATO” 

DAVID TOLER
“When the Past is Present: The International Relations Impacts of
Cultural Artifact Repatriation Decisions”
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RACHEL ASHER
Clinical Counseling

DREW M. BARBEAU
Holistic Counseling

LACEY BINNS
Clinical Counseling

JENNAH F. BOLTON
Clinical Counseling

JESSICA A. BUTLER
Holistic Counseling

OLIVIA MCDONALD BUTLER
Clinical Counseling

TAYLOR NICOLE CARMODY
Holistic Counseling

MELISSA W. COLLINS
Clinical Counseling

ALEKSANDRA DEPTULA
Clinical Counseling

Master of Arts

EMMA BERRY
Creative Writing

JENNIFER LISA CHAPMAN
Creative Writing

Master of Fine Arts

VICTORIA DILORETO
Clinical Counseling

CELENA JANE DIONNE
Clinical Counseling

ALEXA DISTEFANO
Clinical Counseling

OLIVIA GRACE DIVINCENZO
Clinical Counseling

STEPHANIE AMELIA DUFRESNE
Holistic Counseling

TAYLOR EWING
Clinical Counseling

CHRISTINA VALERIE GRASSO
Clinical Counseling

TRACY ELIZABETH HAWES
Clinical Counseling

MISTY AMBER JACKSON
Clinical Counseling

LUISA C. MURILLO
Creative Writing

KIMBERLY MARIE NICHOLS
Creative Writing
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Master of Arts

PAIGE JONES
International Relations

REBECCA S. KATZ
Clinical Counseling

KIMBERLY ANN KETCHOW
Clinical Counseling

KATE LYNN LARKIN
Clinical Counseling

ROBERT DOUGLAS MCCREERY III
Clinical Counseling

MEGHAN ELIZABETH MEYER
Clinical Counseling

NAHIAN MILKY
International Relations

LAUREN ELIZABETH MORRA
Clinical Counseling

ROBYN M. NEMIROW
Clinical Counseling

NOAH M. O’TOOLE
Clinical Counseling

SHELRY NAVITA PERSAUD
Clinical Counseling

MADISON A. PESTEY
International Relations

MATTHEW DAVID REINHARDT
Clinical Counseling

AMY VICTORIA RIGGS
Clinical Counseling

ATHENA SAMPALIS
Clinical Counseling

MAKOTO SANAGI
International Relations

RICHARD WILLIAM SANFORD
Clinical Counseling

PAIGE L. SAYER
Clinical Counseling

JAMES F. SCARAMUZZINO
Clinical Counseling

BRIANA RIAN SCICHILONE
Clinical Counseling

HARRIET THOMAS
Clinical Counseling

CAROLINE TREVARROW LUNA
Clinical Counseling

SANTIAGO AUGUSTO VASCONES DEL RISCO
International Relations

MANUEL A. ZUNIGA MEDINA
International Relations
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Master of Science

BADER ALSUBAI
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

EMILY NICOLE ANDERSON
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

KELLY BACHELDER
Nursing

ABIGAIL O. BOATENG
Nursing

MALLORY JOELYN BREEN
Nursing

DANIEL DAVID BRIEN
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

JACK D. CAMPBELL
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

KATHERINE EM CHOI CARPENTER
Nursing

CAITLIN NICOLE CATANIA
Nursing

BRUCE JOSEPH CELICO JR.
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

ALYSSA LINDSAY CHOQUETTE
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

SARA BETH CONNELL
Nursing

KIERSTEN ANN CONNOLLY
Nursing

MIKAYLA AUBRIE CONRAD
Nursing

RYAN D. COOGAN
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

KEYLIN VANESSA COREAS
Nursing

SARAH ANNE COTE
Nursing

TABITHA LYNNE COTE
Nursing

MADISON R. CRAPO
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

MATTHEW PETER D’AGUANNO
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

BRIANNA DAURAY
Nursing

JENNIFER D’ELIA
Healthcare Administration
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MARIANELA DE LOS SANTOS
Nursing

TANYA DEPALMA
Nursing

GRACE MARIE DETOMMASO
Behavior Analysis

RACHEL DIRAIMO
Healthcare Administration

LOGAN PATRICK DUHAMEL
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

SEANAN ELIZABETH EL-DAHER
Nursing

MOHAMMAD ELYAN
Healthcare Administration

NDIFREKE E. ETUK
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

THOMAS M. EVANS
Administration of Justice and Homeland 
Security

SHANIA CAITLIN FENTON
Innovation and Strategic Management

KATHLEEN ELIZABETH FERRIS
Nursing

Master of Science

JOSHUA JAMES FITZPATRICK
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

ELSA KATHARYN FORD
Nursing

BRADLEY KEITH FOWLER
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

VICTORIA ALAINA GAGLIARDI
Healthcare Administration

KAYLI MARIA GARCIA
Behavior Analysis

CHARLOTTE ANN GARRETT
Nursing

NICOLE REBECCHI GARRITY
Innovation and Strategic Management

NICOLE DEONNA GIARRUSSO
Nursing

ZOE L. GRAHAM
Behavior Analysis

SOPHIE CHRISTINE GURNEY
Nursing

HOPE HALVARSON
Healthcare Administration

KAITLYN MARIE HAMILTON
Nursing
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Master of Science

DESIREE HARDING
Healthcare Administration

ALLISON AVERY HILL
Nursing

DOUGLAS WILLIAM HOOD
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

SERGIO HUIDOBRO BONO
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

JAMES HULL
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

KYLE HURLEY
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

GEETI HUSSAINI
Nursing

MELINA SOPHIA JOHNSON
Healthcare Administration

FIONA KATHERINE JOYCE
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

KATHLEEN ROSE JOYCE
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

KYLE DARIAN KETTELLE
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

ANABELLA ROSE LAVIANO
Behavior Analysis

TINA DANG LE
Nursing

SHANNON LEVESQUE
Nursing

TIMOTHY WILLIAM LIPKA
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

GERALDA LOUIS-ISMA
Nursing

MICHAEL GERARD MACERA
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

TIANNA AMBER MAKOR
Nursing

NATALIA K. MARLAND
Nursing

GRISANYI Y. MARTINEZ
Healthcare Administration

MAX THOMAS MAZZELLA
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity
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Master of Science

GENEVIEVE CLAIRE MCCLELLAND
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

CARLY MCGRATH-TURNBULL
Nursing

BRYANNA LEIGH MEDEIROS
Nursing

LINNEA MCCREA MERRILL
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

SAMUEL POWELL MIDDLETON
Healthcare Administration

KAYLA ELIZABETH MORANDI
Behavior Analysis

SARAH ABIGAIL MORANDI
Behavior Analysis

HUNTER WILLIAM NICOLSON
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

MARGRET PAUL O’CONNOR
Nursing

CARA O’DONNELL
Healthcare Administration

KENNETH P. O’SHEA
Healthcare Administration

NOELIA ISABELLE PEREZ
Nursing

JILLIAN RAPOZA
Nursing

SHANNON F. REILLY
Nursing

LAURIE C. RICH MUREDDU
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

CHRISTOPHER PATRICK RILEY
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

LISA MARIE ROYER
Healthcare Administration

CAITLYN FRANCES RUBINO
Organizational Transformation and 
Leadership

JOEL THOMAS SACCOCCIO
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

AMY NICOLE SARGENTI
Nursing

NIGINA SHINDELMAN
Healthcare Administration
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Master of Science

MADISON TAYLOR SILVA
Nursing

JIANA SIMPSON
Nursing

JULIA CATHERINE SIRAVO
Nursing

MELISSA SKOUTAS
Nursing

DIANA STAMATELATOS
Healthcare Administration

JEANMARIE STEWART
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

EMINE SUONG
Nursing

OMOLARA T. TAIWO
Nursing

MAXIMILIAN THADDEUS TOWER
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

MARIANNA KATHLEEN TRAPANI
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

LANE E. UKURA
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

BRODY MARK VALENTINE
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

CAMILLE VAN ALLEN
Nursing

KELLY A. VAN ORDEN
Healthcare Administration

RANDON WALMSLEY
Healthcare Administration

ALEXANDRA DESTINY WATERS
Nursing

SHELBY V. WEED
Criminal Justice and Cybersecurity

CLAIRE CORY OYANGWA WICKS-TUCKER
Nursing

GEORGE ARTHUR WILSON JR.
Administration of Justice and 
Homeland Security

JOHNNY YOKO-UZOMAH
Healthcare Administration

STEPHANIE FAPPIANO YU
Nursing



14

JASON PAUL ARRIGO
Business Administration

CAYDEN BODIE BAILEY
Business Administration

JAMES E. BAKER
Business Administration

DANIEL JAMES BOND
Business Administration

CHRISTINE MICHELLE BOTTARI
Business Administration

DANIEL W. BOURDEAU
Business Administration

MICHAEL PATRICK BREEN
Business Administration

GREGORY CABRERA
Business Administration

GIABELLA ANA CHILDS
Business Administration

BRAYDEN K. CLARK
Business Administration

ANDREW THOMAS COCHRANE
Business Administration

Master of Business Administration

JOHN WILLIAM CONNELLY
Business Administration

LOUIS CAMACHO COOPER
Business Administration

COOPER MICHAEL COSTA
Business Administration

DELANEY RUTH DALY
Business Administration

JEFFREY WILIAM DARGAVEL
Business Administration

ETHAN G. DAVID
Business Administration

GAVIN D. DIAS
Business Administration

LUKE SEBASTIAN DISCENZA
Business Administration

MATTHEW FAWCETT
Business Administration

CARTER FRAZIER GRIMM
Business Administration

BRANDON JOEL GROVER
Business Administration
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MARGARET MARIE HANSEN
Business Administration

SEAN STEVEN HODGSON
Business Administration

THOMAS JAMES HUGHES
Business Administration

CAITLIN IRIS KELIHER
Business Administration

ERIKA VENEDA KHENNAVONG
Business Administration

JACK DAVID KIMBALL
Business Administration

RAN KOVAL
Business Administration

NINA FLORENZA LAMPARELLI
Business Administration

MADYSON MARIE MCDONALD
Business Administration

MATTHEW JOSEPH NEAL
Business Administration

ALEXANDER VALENTINE ROSS NICHOLSON
Business Administration

Master of Business Administration

BLESSING OYEDELE
Business Administration

TYLER LOUIS PETROSINO
Business Administration

CARSON R. PRIANTE
Business Administration

CHRISTINE ELIZABETH PRINS
Business Administration

EMILY ELEANOR SANTAMARIA
Business Administration

REBECCA C. SAO
Business Administration

ANDREW J. SENECAL
Business Administration

DANIEL JOSEPH SHEAHAN
Business Administration

BREANNE E. SHIPMAN
Business Administration

BRADY JAMES SMOLINSKI
Business Administration

BRETT THOMAS SPIVEY
Business Administration
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Master of Business Administration

JAKE P. STACK
Business Administration

SIOBHAN SULLIVAN
Business Administration

AIDAN WALSH
Business Administration

BENJAMIN WEBER
Business Administration

CRAIG CHARLES WILSON
Business Administration

KEIJI YAHATA
Business Administration

TSUNG-EN YEN
Business Administration

JASON P. ZERIN
Business Administration
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Academic Regalia

Doctor of Philosophy................................Dark Blue 

Doctor of Nursing Practice.......................... Apricot 

Master of Arts ............................................... White 

Master of Business Adminstration..... Light Brown 

Master of Fine Art..........................................Brown 

Master of Science ............................ Golden Yellow 

Academic dress (cap, gown, and hood) is symbolic, with colors and styles 
indicating the degree and field of study. Bachelor’s gowns are worn closed with 
long, pointed sleeves; master’s gowns are worn open with long oblong sleeves, and 
doctoral gowns are worn open, usually black, with velvet panels and three bars on 
bell-shaped sleeves. Hoods are trimmed with velvet to show the field and lined 
with colors representing the institution granting the degree. 

This seal depicts Our Lady of Mercy enclosed in a circle 
and standing before a cross with the insciption: 
Maria Spes Nostra, Mary our Hope. On one side of 
the base is the lamp of wisdom, and on the other, 
the book of learning. This seal, according to the 

bylaws, shall be affixed to all official documents and 
decrees prepared by Salve Regina University.

The university seal
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The Mace

The mace and its bearer represent a custom dating back to the Middle Ages. It has 
become a symbol of office carried by the procession leader. In the academic world, 
the mace signifies teaching authority.

The Salve Regina University mace was designed by Rhode Island sculptor Paul A. 
Cavanagh as an octagonal, formalized flower. The staff of ebony represents lignum 
vitae — the tree of life. A circle of eight rigid geometric forms of silver, peaked with 
pyramids of lapis lazuli, are representative of the Virtues, which enable one to lead 
a fruitful and good life. The extending leaves of blossom deriving from the silver 
forms are symbolic of one’s development in the world. An inner circle of leaves, in 
close embrace with the central form, and pistil-like cruciform with crown, suggest 
one’s development in love of Christ and the cross.

The sterling silver medallion worn by the University President at all formal academic 
functions symbolizes the leadership and authority of the institution’s highest office.

Handcrafted by John Cavanagh, the design symbolizes the commitment of the Sisters 
of Mercy to Salve Regina University, the dedication to learning by all members of 
the Salve Regina community, and the unending search for wisdom that flows from 
the knowledge of the liberal scholar. Each link of the chain is a “Mercy Cross,” with a 
crown superimposed over the face of each cross.

The President’s Medallion
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Board of Trustees

president’s Cabinet

Kelli J. Armstrong, Ph.D.

Cheryl Mrozowski ’70, Chair

chancellor

M. Therese Antone, RSM, Ed.D.

President

James Fowler 
Vice President for Enrollment Management

Dr. Letizia Gambrell-Boone 
Vice President for Student Affairs

Michael Grandchamp 
Vice President for Operations and  
Chief Financial Officer 

Dr. Theresa Ladrigan-Whelpley 
Special Assistant to the President  
for Mission and Planning

Dr. James Ludes 
Vice President for Strategic Initiatives, 
Executive Director of the Pell Center

Lynne Mello 
Chief Marketing and Communications 
Officer

MaeLynn Patten 
Vice President for University Advancement

Michael Pimental 
Chief of Staff

Dr. Nancy Schreiber 
Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs

Dr. Steven Rodenborn 
Interim Vice President for Mission 
Integration, Vice Provost and Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies

Katherine Aldrich ’86
Dennis L. Algiere
Leslie Barrett ’87
David G. Bazarsky, Esq.
Wanda Blake ’79
Timothy P. Burns
Nancy C. Cardoza ’85
Dr. Mary Ann Dillon, RSM
Deborah Eagan P’11
Tara Griffin P’23
Stephen B. Huttler, Esq.
Anne Wallace Juge
Christine Kavanagh, RSM

Gerald E. Lavallee
William F. Lucey III ’98 (M), ’17 (Hon.)
Dr. Shirley Madhere-Weil
Bernard F. McKay
Dr. Maureen Mitchell, RSM ’67
Susan Ann Mooradian
Marypatricia Murphy, RSM ’62
Barbara Papitto
Paul A. Perrault
Dr. Brian A. Pryor ’92
Jay A. Sullivan
Dr. Julia A. Upton, RSM
Arlene M. Violet, Esq. ’66



Salve Regina

Hail, Holy Queen enthroned above, O Maria!
Hail Mother of mercy and of love, O Maria!

Triumph all ye Cherubim, Sing with us ye Seraphim,
Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:

Salve, Salve, Salve Regina!

Our life, our sweetness here below, O Maria!
Our hope in sorrow and in woe, O Maria!

Triumph all ye Cherubim, Sing with us ye Seraphim,
Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:

Salve, Salve, Salve Regina!

The university hymn


