Graduate Certificates in Holistic Counseling:
Substance Use Disorders and Treatment

Director: Dr. Amanda Minor
Office: (401) 341-3278
Email: amanda.minor@salve.edu

Incorporating a Holistic and
Systemic Perspective
The Certificate of Graduate Studies (CGS): Substance Use Disorders and Treatment is
designed for students seeking specialty graduate-level training around working with clients
who struggle with the disease of substance use. Students receive a foundational understanding
of substance use disorders and are introduced to the scientific foundations that inform
a holistic and systemic counseling perspective. Students will develop an understanding of
the changes that occur throughout this disease and social and historical factors that impact
the various systems affecting clients. Students will explore ways to identify and serve the
needs of diverse populations within the substance use population and learn how to apply
the knowledge gained in the CGS program to work effectively with clients.
The Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS) is a post-master’s program. The
four courses will provide the knowledge to develop competency in applying best practices
in the treatment of substance use disorders. Students begin by exploring additional ethical
and confidentiality considerations when working with substance use diagnoses. Through
a holistic and systemic lens, students will gain an understanding of brain anatomy,
neurotransmission, the impact of psychotropic substances on the brain, and effective
treatment interventions. The courses will introduce and analyze the clinical competency
necessary for individual treatment planning and theory and skill implementation. Within
the CAGS, students will have the opportunity to apply science and theory by practicing
evidence-based interventions that support a healing continuum. Courses may be used
to complete credits needed to meet licensing requirements (contact the graduate office
for details).
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Graduate Certificates in Holistic Counseling
The Certificate of Graduate Studies
(CGS) may be earned by students with
a baccalaureate or master’s degree
from an accredited institution. Students
are required to successfully complete all
courses with a cumulative GPA of 3.0
or higher to earn the certificate. Should
a student desire enter the master’s
program, the courses completed may
be applied to the master’s degree
consistent with University policy.
Contact the Graduate Office for details.
Students apply using a streamlined
certificate program application. There
is no fee to apply. You must submit the
following to be considered:
• Completed certificate program
application
• Official transcripts from each
previous college/university attended
• Resume

CGS: Substance Abuse Foundations in Holistic Studies

Curriculum (12 credits)
Required courses:
HLC504: Holistic Foundations
HLC505: Interpersonal Helping Skills
HLC523: Understanding Substance Use Disorders: The Science and Application
HLC524: Identification of Special Population Needs within the Context of Substance Use

CAGS: Substance Abuse and Treatment:
Concentration in Holistic Counseling

Curriculum (12 credits)
HLC620: Theory and Overview of Substance Use Disorders and Treatment
HLC621: Ethics and Confidentiality in Substance Use Disorders
HLC622: Neuroscience of Chemical Dependency
HLC623: Treating Substance Use Disorders: Effective Intervention for Healing
Prerequisites
M.A. in mental health counseling or equivalent master’s degree in other behavioral health
fields or health care degree programs from an accredited institution; HLC509, HLC515, and
HLC516 or the equivalent courses from an accredited institution; additional prerequisites may
be required depending upon the applicant’s academic and/or professional background.

The Certificate of Advanced
Graduate Studies (CAGS) is designed
for students who hold a master’s
degree from an accredited institution.
An interview with the graduate
program director is required prior to
acceptance.
You must submit the following to be
considered:
• Completed application
• Official transcripts from each
college or university attended
• Two professional letters of
recommendation
• Personal statement
• Resume
The application is accessed online at
admissions.salve.edu/apply.
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